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Reuters: Iconic Jamaican beach vanishing as pollution, climate change take a toll
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Guardian: Climate change impacting ‘most’ species on Earth, even down to their
genome

Los Angeles Times: A warning from the sea

Miami Herald: Climate change shrinking South Florida reefs sooner than
expected

Miami Herald: In battle to fight climate, scientists put a price on Everglades
mangroves. You won't believe how high it is

Trinidad & Tobago Newsday: Climate change being tackled by maritime sector

The Trinidad Guardian: T&T needs to do more on climate change

Trinidad Express: Carmona to youth: Time to tackle climate change

The Trinidad Guardian: Paris: A site for climate change

Miami Herald: Climate change ‘the biggest challenge the city of Miami will ever
face,” mayor says

The Trinidad Guardian: Schools, organizations to benefit from Climate Talk
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SOCIAL MEDIA Instagram

Participants are encouraged to post workshop highlights
on social media using #JCCCP and #climatejournalists
hashtags. Tag @undpbarbados on Twitter and
@japancaribbeanpartnership on Instagram.
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8:30 a.m. -9 a.m.

WORKSHOP AGENDA
I e ——

Registration/Pre-workshop evaluations

9a.m.—10a.m.

Climate Change Communication Campaign Launch

10 a.m. —

10:30 a.m. BREAK
10530 a.m. - Welcome/Introductions. Shah
10:45 a.m.
"Climate Change: Fundamentals, Myths and Realities": Climate
change involves complex science and policies that are often
misunderstood. Participants will understand key terminology and
10:45a.m. — concepts and learn some surprising/shocking facts about climate Shah
11:45 a.m. change in the Caribbean. We will explore where to find credible
information and get tips for assessing information.
Activity: What is real and not real in the climate change discussion?
Activity: "News literacy and climate change": Participants will work
11:45 a.m. — in groups to evaluate news stories about climate change and present
1 ' m T their assessment to the group. Stories will be evaluated based on the | Hosein
p-m. author's use of sources, fairness, bias, story-telling techniques (re
selective attention), reader relevance, visual elements.
1p.m.-2p.m. LUNCH
"Getting climate change on the front page": Climate change issues
2 bm. — 2:45 p.m touch many newsroom Dbeats, including govt, Dbusiness Owen
p-M. = 2:49 p.m. (banking/investment/insurance), tourism, environment and health.
Activity: "Beyond the nutgraph": Following the technical session,
2:45 p.m. — participants will discuss in small groups possible story ideas that could
: p-m. be done. Participants will share/discussion some of their work about | Owen
3:15 p.m. ) ; ; ) . .
climate change and discuss challenges in their newsroom. Sharing with
full group.
3:15 p.m. —
3:30 p.m. BREAK
Field Immersion — Visit to local communities of Southside, Belize
. City. This community has experienced significant flooding as
3:30 p.m. — . .
6 p.m. consequences of extreme weather and poor adaptive capacity. | Shah

Journalists will have the opportunity to document the site and interview
residents about their experiences.
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WORKSHOP AGENDA
oA2

8:30 a.m. - 9a.m. Welcome/Recap/Q&A/Quick review of assignment Shah

"Communicating to impact behaviours”: An introduction to
how journalists and climate change writers can use COMBI

9am.-10:15a.m. techniques to positively influence "climate proof" behaviours, Hosein
actions and policies.

10:15a.m. —

10:30 a.m. BREAK
"Digital tools for storytelling"”: Many digital tools are available
to help journalists tell stories. Participants will share how they use

10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. technology in their work and learn some basic digital tools. The Owen

session will give tips for writing effective headlines, understanding
social media algorithms, using cellphones for basic
photography/videography and fair use best practices.
Interactive Session: "l don't get it: Interviewing technical
experts": Journalists often don't ask the right questions or ask
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. | good follow up questions. Participants will understand effective | Owen
and important questions when writing about complex issues.
(Guest panelist from the Belize Planners Association)

12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. | LUNCH

ACTIVITY: "Assignment: Develop your story". Participants
finalize their story pitches before the next activity.

ACTIVITY: "Assignment: Pitch your story": Participants will
pitch story ideas that they plan to work on when they return home,
2p.m.—3:30 p.m. including potential sources, angles and visual elements. Avoiding | Hosein
the MEGO Phenomenon. The group will give feedback.” (Guest
panelist, TBA)

1:30 p.m. — 2 p.m.

3:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Q&A/Wrap-up/Post-workshop evaluation Shah




Climate Change Capacity Building for Journalists

WORKSHOP PRE-EVALUATION (PAGE 1)

In an effort to assess the effectiveness and impact of this training workshop, kindly complete the
following evaluation form. Your responses will be invaluable in providing feedback on the overall
workshop, identifying areas or emphasis and focus over the course of our two days together. (To
facilitate processing, please print answers to open-ended questions)

Country:

Institution(s) you represent:

Title/Position:

Age 18-24 25-34  35-44  45-54 55-64 Over 64

Nationality Gender M F

1. Briefly explain your journalism experience, including what beats you have primarily
covered and how long, and newsroom roles you have held and how long.

2. What type of climate change stories have you covered?

3. How do you use both technology and social media for your job?

4. Briefly identify what lessons, skills and/or information you hope to gain by attending
this workshop?




Climate Change Capacity Building for Journalists

WORKSHOP PRE-EVALUATION (PAGE 2)

Instructions: Please respond to following statements by circling your response.

1. I have a firm enough grasp of the science of climate change and related concepts
(e.g. greenhouse gases, emissions, global warming etc.) to produce high quality
reporting.

Strongly Disagree Disagree NeutralAgree Strongly Agree

2. | have a comprehensive enough understanding of international, regional and national
climate change policies and political discourses to produce high quality reporting.

Strongly Disagree Disagree NeutralAgree Strongly Agree

3. | know exactly where and how to access credible and useable climate change data,
information and expert opinions on climate change issues for my reports/ stories/writing.

Strongly Disagree Disagree NeutralAgree Strongly Agree

4. | feel capable enough to properly assess and analyze climate change data and
information and incorporate in my reporting/ writing/ stories.

Strongly Disagree Disagree NeutralAgree Strongly Agree

5. Reporting/ writing about climate change and related issues is a priority for my
organization.

Strongly Disagree Disagree NeutralAgree Strongly Agree

6. | can produce reports/ news/ stories that can influence readers to take positive
actions and demonstrate responsible behaviours that combat climate change.

Strongly Disagree Disagree NeutralAgree Strongly Agree

7. It is important for my organization to utilize digital media platforms (e.g. websites,
blogs, twitter) to report on climate change issues.

Strongly Disagree Disagree NeutralAgree Strongly Agree

8. | am confident enough in my understanding of climate change issues to conduct
interviews with technical experts on climate change topics in order to provide high
quality reporting.

Strongly Disagree Disagree NeutralAgree Strongly Agree

9. | am confident enough in my climate change reporting knowledge and capabilities to
successfully pitch stories/reports/ news idea to my editors.

Strongly Disagree Disagree NeutralAgree Strongly Agree
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WORKSHOP FACILITATORS

*

Valinor is a specialized sustainability management consulting firm that helps the public,
private, non-governmental and international development sectors recognize and act on
environmental, social and economic risks and opportunities. Our business is strategic
corporate sustainability, social and environmental responsibility from conceptualization
through design to implementation, communications and reporting. We are committed to
helping clients solve their unique challenges, achieve meaningful results, performance
and brand recognition and build sustainable value. Our goal is to assist organizations to
position sustainability as a key lever to long-term success by leveraging their assets and
capabilities to drive innovation and profitable growth while striving for a positive long term
economic, environmental and social impact. Valinor is headquartered in Richmond Hill,
Ontario, Canada. http://valinorrc.com

Kalim Shah, Ph.D. / 1kalshah1@gmail.com

Managing Director, Valinor Research & Consulting

With almost 15 years of experience in the Wider Caribbean region and other small island
developing states (SIDS), Kalim is a well-recognized climate change and energy policy
expert. He has over 20 peer-reviewed research publications in these fields and is one of
the most cited researchers on Caribbean climate and environmental policy in the last
decade. Most recently he was a featured speaker on Caribbean climate change at the
Inter-American Development Bank and the Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington DC.
In 2016 Kalim was Lead Climate Change Trainer to the U.S. Department of State, Foreign
Service Training Institute where he designed and conducted workshops for U.S. foreign
service and federal officers being deployed/in deployment in the Caribbean/ Central
American region. He was also nominated and served as Coordinating Lead author of the
recent UNEP Global Environmental Outlook assessment and has provided expert
consulting services in the Caribbean to the UNDP, UNEP, UNECLAC, IDB, WB and
Canada Foreign Affairs. A former Fulbright Scholar with a doctorate in Environment and
Public Policy from George Mason University, Kalim is a professor at Indiana University
and has been on faculty at institutions in The Caribbean, Canada and the United States.
He is a citizen of Trinidad & Tobago and Canada.
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Everold Hosein, Ph.D. / everold@gmail.com

Media & Communications Training Expert

Everold is an international communication specialist with over 45 years of experience in
strategic communication, integrated marketing communication, advocacy and public
relations, communication for development (C4D), health education, and IEC (information-
education-communication), related to social development issues and behavioural
impact/behaviour change. He is the founder of the strategic communication methodology,
COMBI — Communication for Behavioural Impact, adopted and refined at WHO since
2000 and UNICEF’s Communication for Development (C4D). He has completed over 300
consulting assignments around the world including the Caribbean, for WHO, UNICEF,
UNFPA, UNDP, FAO, UNIDO, UNESCO, the World Bank, Inter-American Development
Bank, Rockefeller Foundation, Emirates Foundation, Asia Development Bank, USAID,
the German Government, Ministry of Health/France, Ministry of the
Environment/Singapore and others. Everold’s expertise includes integrated marketing
communication, public relations, advertising, social mobilization, health education, public
education, public information campaign strategy planning, audience/market research,
communication programme reviews/evaluation and new programme development,
communication training, audio-visual and print materials production, radio-television-
video-print media production and dissemination, media relations, and promotional special
events.

Mary Owen, MPA / owenmary@gmail.com
Media & Journalism Training Expert

Mary is a writer, editor and photographer who has worked in journalism for 15 years.
Currently, she is a Digital Content Producer for ABC News in Chicago, responsible for the
network’s digital platform in the third-largest TV market in the United States. Her other
experience includes copy editing for the Global Press Journal, which features news
stories by women, youth and impoverished communities around the world. Mary spent
nearly 10 years as a metro reporter for the Chicago Tribune and Detroit Free Press,
covering primarily social justice, policy, legislation and courts. As a professional
journalism trainer, she was the Chicago market Program Manager for the national non-
profit, the News Literacy Project, which teaches youth about how to be smarter news
producers and consumers in the Digital Age. With passion and experience in global
journalism, she was a U.S. Peace Corps volunteer in the Philippines where she first
developed professional development trainings for journalism teachers and practitioners
across the island nation. She serves on the board of the National Peace Corps
Association and Chicago Area Peace Corps Association, where she spearheads
fundraisers, social events and national service projects, as well as oversee the
organization's social media presence. She is a U.S. citizen who graduated from Michigan
State University with a B.A. in political science and earned an M.P.A. from Indiana
University. (Twitter: @MsMaryOwen)
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1. WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

Session 1:

Presentation:

Descriptor:

Duration:

Lead Trainer:

Session 2:
Activity:

Descriptor:

Duration:

Lead Trainer:

Session 3:

Presentation:

Descriptor:

Duration:

Lead Trainer:

DAY 1

Climate Change: Fundamentals and Myths vs. Reality

Climate change involves complex science and policies that are often
misunderstood. Participants will understand key terminology and
concepts and learn some surprising/shocking facts about climate
change in Caribbean. We will explore where to find credible information
(databases, cheat sheets) and get tips for assessing information.

ACTIVITY: The internet has a plethora of information, some of which
is confusing and misleading. What is real and not real in the climate
change discussion?

1 hour
Shah

News literacy and climate change

Participants will work in groups to evaluate news stories about
climate change and present their assessment to the group. Stories
will be evaluated stories based on the author's use of sources,
fairness, bias, story-telling techniques (re selective attention),
reader relevance, visual elements.

1 hour, 15 minutes

Hosein

Getting climate change on the front page

Climate change issues touch many newsroom beats, including
government, business (banking/investment/insurance), tourism,
environment and health. Participants will understand key
components of quality climate change journalism
(Storytelling/human impact, credible sources, fairness, no bias,
visual elements, call to action) and get tips for finding/pitching
climate change stories to editors.

45 minutes

Owen




Session 4:

Activity:
Descriptor:

Duration:
Lead Trainer:

Session 5:

Structured Field Visit:

Descriptor:

Duration:
Lead Trainer:
Facilitators/ Guides:

Session 6:
Presentation:

Descriptor:

Duration:
Lead Trainer:
Session 7:

Presentation:
Descriptor:

Duration:
Lead Trainer:

Climate Change Capacity Building for Journalists

Beyond the nutgraph

Participants will discuss in small groups possible story ideas that
could be developed, given the technical and policy oriented
sessions engaged in earlier. Participants will share/discussion
some of their work about climate change and discuss challenges in
their newsroom. Sharing with full group.

30 minutes

Owen

Exploring Belize City

Explore and research Belize City for possible climate change story
ideas and begin to develop story ideas about journalists' own
community that they can work on when returning home. Emphasis
is placed on ‘the human story’, community, climate inequalities and
monitoring progress.

2 hours 45 minutes

Shah

UNDP representatives will guide participants through projects and
activity sites

Day 2

Communicating to impact behaviours

An introduction to how journalists and climate change writers can
use COMBI techniques to positively influence "climate proof"
behaviours, actions and policies.

60 minutes

Hosein

Digital tools for storytelling

Many digital tools are available to help journalists tell stories.
Participants will share how they use technology in their work and
learn some basic digital tools. The session will give tips for writing
effective headlines, understanding social media algorithms, using
cellphones for basic photography/videography and fair use best
practices.

60 minutes

Owen
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Session 8:

Activity:
Descriptor:

Duration:

Lead Trainer:

Panelists:

Session 9:

Activity:
Descriptor:

Duration:

Lead Trainer:

Climate Change Capacity Building for Journalists

| don't get it: Interviewing technical experts

Journalists often do not ask the right questions or ask good follow
up questions. Participants will understand effective and important
questions when writing about complex issues.

60 minutes

Owen

One (1) representative each from the University of Belize and the
Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre

Develop and Pitch your story

Participants will pitch story ideas that they plan to work on when
they return home, including potential sources, angles and visual
elements. Avoiding the MEGO Phenomenon. The group will give
feedback.

90 minutes, plus 30 minutes participant prep

Hosein

11



Climate Change Capacity Building for Journalists

SESSION
CURRICULA
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Session 1:

Presentation: Climate Change: Understanding the Fundamentals

Descriptor: Climate change involves complex science that is often
misunderstood. Participants will understand key terminology
and concepts and learn some surprising/shocking facts about
climate change in Caribbean.

Duration: 45 minutes

Lead Trainer: Shah

Course Description

This session provides participants with an overview /recap of the science of climate
change and the debates, policy issues and measures designed to mitigate and adapt to
global warming and increased climate variability. Changes in climate and climate
variations in the past and present are explained in relation to natural and anthropogenic
causes, while environmental, economic and social impacts are considered at a variety for
geographical scales and for selected mitigation and adaptation options.

The first section examines how weather patterns are changing today, and how such
changes can affect natural systems, human society and the economy. Scientific and
proxy evidence for climate change both in the past and present are examined in detail.
The Ice Age is used as an example of the dramatic impact of past climates on the earth,
while climate modelling and climate change projections offer scenarios for the future. The
modern climate system is examined in relation to spatial and temporal oscillations such
as El Nino. The earth's natural greenhouse effect introduces an analysis of global
warming and it likely impacts, while the increase in the magnitude of extreme weather
events such as drought and tropical storm suggests increasing variability of climate.

The climate change debate covers issues relating to science and political economy and
the arguments of climate change sceptics. Specific mitigation policies such as carbon
markets and carbon trading are examined in the context of natural carbon reservoirs and
carbon recycling, while case studies of Caribbean examples of climate mitigation and
adaptation conclude the course.

Training Objectives:

1. Review the evidence for climate change past and present, and describe how global
climates have changed during the recent geological past.

2. Explain the main meteorological processes which determine the earth's modern
climate system and account for spatial and temporal oscillations such as El Nino.

3. Explain the physical processes which create the natural greenhouse effect,
evaluate the impact of industrialization on greenhouse gas emissions, and use
data to show how they are contributing to global warming.

13
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4. Show how climate modelling is used to derive climate change projections and
describe some of the limitations of current models.

5. Examine the impacts of global warming and increasing climate variability on
environmental, economic and social systems at different geographical scales.

6. Review the main arguments in the climate change debate and assess the
contributions of the IPCC Reports.

7. Explain carbon cycling and carbon reservoirs and show how these ideas have
influenced global mitigation policies such as carbon markets and emissions
trading.

8. Suggest how climate change mitigation and adaption projects can be mobilized at
the local community level the wider Caribbean region.

RESOURCES/REFERENCES

Climate Change — Caribbean Situation
e (Caribbean Community Climate Change Center, Belize
e http://www.caribbeanclimate.bz/
e https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NkJQM8Ihad4

http://unccelearn.org/

http://climate.nasa.gov/climate resources/25/

https://www3.epa.gov/climatechange/links.html

http://www.amnh.org/exhibitions/climate-change/climate-change-promos/for-
educators/climate-change-online-resources/

http://www.aag.org/cs/teachingclimatechange

http://www.geoknow.net/anthroposphere/climatechange.html

14
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Climate Variability and Observed
Impacts

* The Caribbean has experienced significant
sequences of climate events in the last 10-15 years.

» Highest hurricane activity (2005-2008)
* Highest rise in sea surface temperatures
* Most widespread, severe drought (2009-2011)

Direct effects of high intensity and frequency of
extreme weather events plus linkages with natural
cyclical events such as El Nino.

Potential Impacts

» With a 1.5°C - 2.0°C rise in global temperature:

* Decreased length rainy season; increased length dry
season (~10% by 2050)

» ~20% increased frequency of intense rains

* 30-50cm seal level rise by 2080

* Increased intensity and strengthened hurricanes
* Increased aridity and drought in prone areas

15
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Impacts on Tourism

Direct Climate Impacts e.g. length and quality of tourist season,
weather extremes, food and water supply and the overall impact
of these on tourism demand

Indirect Environment Change Impacts e.g. water availability,
bio-diversity loss, altered agricultural production, increased
hazards, coastal erosion and inundation, increase in vector-borne
Diseases

Impacts of Mitigation Policies on Tourist Mobility: Mitigation
policies to Reduce GHG emission and the impact on tourist flows
and cost of transport

Indirect Societal Change Impacts: potential economic impact

to mitigate CC measures resulting in curtailed economic growth
and less discretionary income to grow tourism

Theory becomes reality: Dengue, Zika

Over the coming decades, global warming is likely to increase the range and
speed of the life cycle of the particular mosquitoes carrying these viruses,
encouraging their spread deeper into temperate countries like the United
States.

16
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KEY TERMS YOU NEED TO KNOW TO
UNDERSTAND CLIMATE CHANGE

1. CARBON DIOXIDE (C0O2)

The chemical compound carbon dioxide (also known by its shorthand CO2) is the primary
greenhouse gas and driver of climate change. It’s an integral part of life cycles on earth,
produced through animal respiration (including human respiration) and absorbed by
plants to fuel their growth, to name just two ways. Human activities are drastically altering
the carbon cycle in many ways. Two of the most impactful are: one, by burning fossil fuels
and adding more carbon dioxide into the atmosphere; and two, by affecting the ability of
natural sinks (like forests) to remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.

2. GREENHOUSE GAS

A greenhouse gas is a chemical compound found in the Earth’s atmosphere, such as
carbon dioxide, methane, water vapor, and other human-made gases. These gases allow
much of the solar radiation to enter the atmosphere, where the energy strikes the Earth
and warms the surface. Some of this energy is reflected back towards space as
infrared radiation. A portion of this outgoing radiation bounces off the greenhouse
gases, trapping the radiation in the atmosphere in the form of heat. The more greenhouse
gas molecules there are in the atmosphere, the more heat is trapped, and the warmer it
will become.

3. EMISSIONS

In the climate change space, emissions refer to greenhouse gases released into the air
that are produced by numerous activities, including burning fossil fuels, industrial
agriculture, and melting permafrost, to name a few. These gases cause heat to be trapped
in the atmosphere, slowly increasing the Earth’s temperature over time.

4. WEATHER VS CLIMATE

It's all about timing when it comes to differentiating weather and climate. Weather refers
to atmospheric conditions in the short term, including changes in temperature, humidity,
precipitation, cloudiness, brightness, wind, and visibility.

While the weather is always changing, especially over the short term, climate is the
average of weather patterns over a longer period of time (usually 30 or more years). So
the next time you hear someone question climate change by saying, “You know it’s
freezing outside, right?”, you can gladly explain the difference between weather and
climate.

5. GLOBAL WARMING VS CLIMATE CHANGE

Many people use these two terms interchangeably, but we think it's important to
acknowledge their differences. Global warming is an increase in the Earth’s average
surface temperature from human-made greenhouse gas emissions.

17
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On the other hand, climate change refers to the long-term changes in the Earth’s
climate, or a region on Earth, and includes more than just the average surface
temperature. For example, variations in the amount of snow, sea levels, and sea ice can
all be consequences of climate change.

6. FOSSIL FUELS

Fossil fuels are sources of non-renewable energy, formed from the remains of living
organisms that were buried millions of years ago. Burning fossil fuels like coal and oil to
produce energy is where the majority of greenhouse gases originate. As the world has
developed and demand for energy has grown, we've burned more fossil fuels, causing
more greenhouse gases to be trapped in the atmosphere and air temperatures to rise.

7. SEA-LEVEL RISE

Sea-level rise as it relates to climate change is caused by two major factors. First, more
water is released into the ocean as glaciers and land ice melts. Second, the ocean
expands as ocean temperatures increase. Both of these consequences of climate change
are accelerating sea-level rise around the world, putting millions of people who live in
coastal communities at risk.

18
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3.22

8. GLOBAL AVERAGE TEMPERATURE

Global average temperature is a long-term look at the Earth’s temperature, usually over
the course of 30 years, on land and sea. Because weather patterns vary, causing
temperatures to be higher or lower than average from time to time due to factors like
ocean processes, cloud variability, volcanic activity, and other natural cycles, scientists
take a longer-term view in order to consider all of the year-to-year changes.

9. RENEWABLE ENERGY

Renewable energy is energy that comes from naturally replenished resources, such as
sunlight, wind, waves, and geothermal heat. By the end of 2014, renewables were
estimated to make up almost 28% of the world’s power generating capacity, enough to
supply almost 23% of global electricity. Because renewables don’'t produce the
greenhouse gases driving climate change, shifting away from fossil fuels to renewables
to power our lives will put us on the path to a safe, sustainable planet for future
generations.

10. COP AND UNFCCC

These two abbreviations are best described together as they work hand-in-hand. The
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is an
environmental treaty that nations joined in 1992, with the goal of stabilizing greenhouse
gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous human
interference with the climate system.

Meanwhile, the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the UNFCCC is a yearly
international climate conference where nations assess progress and determine next steps
for action through the UNFCCC treaty. This year marks the 21st Conference of the Parties
(COP 21), which will be held in Paris beginning November 30. Here, a historic global
agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions is on the table and, if passed, will mark
a landmark achievement in the fight against climate change.

11. INDC

INDC stands for “Intended Nationally Determined Contribution.” In preparation for the UN
climate talks later this year, countries have outlined what actions they intend to take
beginning in 2020 under a proposed global climate agreement. These plans are known
as INDCs, which will play a big part in moving us forward on the path toward a low-carbon,
clean energy future.
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12. IPCC

IPCC is the acronym for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. First set up in
1988 under two UN organizations, the IPCC surveys the research on climate change
happening all around the world and reports to the public about the current state of our
scientific knowledge.

13. PPM

PPM stands for “parts per million,” which is a way of expressing the concentration of one
component in the larger sample. Climate scientists and activists use the term to describe
the concentration of pollutants, like carbon dioxide or methane, in the atmosphere. Many
scientists agree that carbon dioxide levels should be at 350 PPM to be considered safe;
we’re at about 400 PPM right now and this number is growing by approximately 2 PPM
each year.

14. PRE-INDUSTRIAL LEVELS OF CARBON DIOXIDE

Pre-industrial levels of carbon dioxide refers to carbon dioxide concentration in the
atmosphere prior to the start of the Industrial Revolution. Scientists estimate these pre-
industrial levels were about 280 PPM, well below where we are today.

15. METHANE

Methane is a chemical compound that’s the main component of natural gas, a common
fossil fuel source. Just like carbon dioxide, methane is a greenhouse gas that traps heat
in the atmosphere. Methane accounts for about 10 percent of all US greenhouse gas
emissions (using 2013 figures), second only to carbon dioxide.

Many people don’t understand the negative effects of methane as an alternative to other
fossil fuels. While methane doesn'’t stay in the atmosphere as long as carbon dioxide, it
absorbs 84 times more heat, making it very harmful to the climate.

16. MITIGATION

Mitigation refers to an action that will reduce or prevent greenhouse gas emissions, such
as planting trees in order to absorb more COZ2. It can also include developing and
deploying new technologies, using renewable energies like wind and solar, or making
older equipment more energy efficient.

Sources:

https://www.climaterealityproject.org/
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Session 2:

Climate Change Capacity Building for Journalists

Activity: News literacy and climate change

Descriptor: Participants will work in groups to evaluate news stories about
climate change and present their assessment to the group. Stories
will be evaluated stories based on the author's use of sources,
fairness, bias, story-telling techniques (re selective attention), reader
relevance, visual elements.

Duration: 1 hour, 15 minutes

Lead Trainer: Hosein

Delivery:

10 minutes Trainer provides guidance on evaluation criteria for assessing the
quality of climate change news stories.

20 minutes Participants break into approx. 8 groups of 4-5 persons each. Each
group is provided with four (4) media news stories on climate change,
on which they will complete a rapid evaluation based on the
evaluation criteria guidance provided. Each of the media stories will
be evaluated by four (4) groups for a comparative discussion.

20 minutes Trainer goes through the evaluation of the news stories, hearing
about the evaluation done by the groups.

10 minutes Trainer summarizes key points and lesson learned

RESOURCES/REFERENCES

+ The Phenomenon and Challenge of “Selective Attention”: The power of the
reader/viewer/listener to decide selectively to attend or not attend to a story

« The Journalist’s Skills at Beating Selective Attention: That Headline, That
Lead, And What Follows

* The Journalist’'s Skill at Beating the MEGO Phenomenon: “My Eyes Glaze

Over’

+ The Personal Angle: Any Personal Behavioural Implications? And is this
relevant at all?

« Other criteria: Sources, Fairness/Bias, Story-telling techniques and the
human interest dimension, reader relevance, visual elements.
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Session 3:

Presentation:

Descriptor:

Duration:

Lead Trainer:

Summary:

Climate Change Capacity Building for Journalists

Getting climate change on the front page

Climate change issues touch many newsroom beats, including govt.,
business (banking/investment/insurance), tourism, environment and
health. Participants will understand key components of quality
climate change journalism (Storytelling/human impact, credible
sources, fairness, no bias, visual elements, call to action) and get
tips for finding/pitching climate change stories to editors.

45 minutes

Owen

Climate change is an important story for journalists. Readers want
and need to be informed about these issues, however, the science,
policy and issues can be complicated. Journalists play a significant
role in educating citizens about the issue. This session will outline
components of good climate change stories and how they can get
their editor’s support.

Learning Objectives
Understand key elements of good story-telling about climate change
Learn tips for pitching and developing stories for their publications

Outline
Readers are interested in climate change
How do we reach readers?

Human impact

Good story-telling

Simple language

Avoid complicated jargon and science
Reporters must become experts
Only compelling data/don’t overwhelm readers

Strong nut graph

A nutgraph explains to readers “why they should care”

Sources

Credible sources
Fair/unbiased reporting/writing

Pitching stories
Pre-reporting

Do some reporting before pitching stories

Talking to your editor

Working with photographers/web producers
Working with other departments, i.e., business, metro, etc.
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Climate Change Capacity Building for Journalists

REFERENCES/RESOURCES

* Readers are interested in climate change

Climate Change Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices Study - St. Lucia 2016
(http://www.adaptation-undp.org/resources/reports/climate-change-knowledge-
attitudes-and-practices-study-st-lucia-2016)

Climate Change Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices Study - St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, 2017 (http://www.adaptation-undp.org/resources/reports/climate-
change-knowledge-attitudes-and-practices-study-st-vincent-and-grenadines)

Climate Change Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices Study - Jamaica, 2016
(http://www.adaptation-undp.org/resources/reports/climate-change-knowledge-
attitudes-and-practices-study-jamaica-2016)

Climate Change Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices Study - Guyana, 2016
(http://www.adaptation-undp.org/resources/reports/climate-change-knowledge-
attitudes-and-practices-study-guyana-2016)

Climate Change Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices Study - Grenada, 2016
(http://www.adaptation-undp.org/resources/reports/climate-change-knowledge-
attitudes-and-practices-study-grenada-2016)

Climate Change Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices Study - Dominica, 2016
(http://www.adaptation-undp.org/resources/reports/climate-change-knowledge-
attitudes-and-practices-study-dominica-2016)

Climate Change Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices Study - Belize, 2016
(http://www.adaptation-undp.org/resources/reports/climate-change-knowledge-
attitudes-and-practices-study-belize-2016)

Climate Change Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices Study - Suriname, 2016
(http://www.adaptation-undp.org/resources/reports/climate-change-knowledge-
attitudes-and-practices-study-suriname-2016)

* How do we reach readers? ---- SHOW HUMAN IMPACT

May Byrou, the owner of Aunt May's Fish Place, stands near her restaurant at Jamaica's Hellshire Beach. Byrou estimates that

the erosion of the beach has reduced her business by 25 to 50 percent. Thomson Reuters Foundation/Rebekah Kebede
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Climate Change Capacity Building for Journalists

HUMAN IMPACT .
GLEN ELDER, Kan. — Doug Palen, a fourth-generation grain farmer

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT on Kansas’ wind-swept plains, is in the business of understanding the
climate. Since 2012, he has choked through the harshest drought to hit

.y . . .
In America’s Heartland, Discussing Climate the Great Plains in a century, punctuated by freakish snowstorms and

o PP ’
Change Without Saying ‘Climate Change suffocating gales of dust. His planting season starts earlier in the spring

By HIROKO TABUCHI JAN. 28, 2017 and pushes deeper into winter.

To adapt, he has embraced an environmentally conscious way of
farming that guards against soil erosion and conserves precious water.
He can talk for hours about carbon sequestration — the trapping of
global-warming-causing gases in plant life and in the soil — or the
science of the beneficial microbes that enrich his land.

In short, he is a climate change realist. Just don’t expect him to utter
the words “climate change.”

“If politicians want to exhaust themselves debating the climate, that’s
their choice,” Mr. Palen said, walking through fields of freshly planted

winter wheat. “I have a farm to run.”

o~ n‘-r
\f SN
AN 3 y

Doug Palen, a fourth-generation grain farmer in Glen Elder, Kan., uses a no-till

farming method that prevents erosion and keeps carbon in the soil.
Christonher Smith for The New York Times —_—

MASTER THE LANGUAGE/BE AN EXPERT,
THEN USE SIMPLE LANGUAGE

How would you
explain it to your
mother?

SIMPLE LANGUAGE

* Journalists must master the language
* Reporters must become experts

* Avoid complicated jargon and science

* Don’t overwhelm readers with data
* Only use compelling data
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Climate Change Capacity Building for Journalists

Be clear about the science

* The overarching issue is as settled as things get in
science: The planet is warming and humans are largely
responsible. As a result, the earth is warming. New,
contradictory evidence could come along -- science is
always subject to revision. But the idea that humans
are causing climate change is not scientifically
controversial.

* Write a strong nut graph

The NUT GRAPH has several purposes:

* |t justifies the story by telling readers why they should care.

* |t provides a transition from the lead and explains the lead and its
connection to the rest of the story.

* |t often tells readers why the story is timely.

* |t often includes supporting material that helps readers see why the
story is important.
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